500.381 83CC2 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: Akihiko HIRANO et al. 

Serial No.: Not yet assigned 

Continuation of USSN 09/986,597 

Filed: Even date herewith 

For: DECODING APPARATUS AND DECODING METHOD 

(as amended) 

Group: 2651 (expected) 

Examiner: Rocio Colon (expected) 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR §1.97 & 1.98 

Commissioner for Patents January 22, 2004 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(b) and 1.98, attached hereto is one (1) form 
PTO/SB/08A listing the eight (8) references which were cited by or submitted to the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in prior applications Serial No. 09/986,597 filed 
November 9, 2001, and Serial No. 09/502,056 filed on February 10, 2000, the parent 
and grandparent applications of the present continuation application. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(d), copies of these eight (8) references are not 
being provided with this Information Disclosure Statement because the references 
were previously cited by or submitted to the Office in the prior applications identified 
above and the prior applications are being relied upon in the present application for 
an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120 as required by 37 CFR 1.97(d)(1), and the 



1 



-v- - ^3 



references which were submitted to the Office in the prior applications were 
submitted in compliance with the version of 37 CFR 1.98(a)-(c) in effect as of the 
filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement as required by 37 CFR 1.98(d)(2). 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(b)(1), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted within three months of the filing date of the above-identified national 
application. 

It is respectfully requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be 
considered. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ANTONELLI, TERRY, STOUT & KRAUS, LLP 




Hung H. Bui I 
Registration No. 40,415 



HHB:btd 
(703) 312-6600 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



